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ABSTRACT

The case of an ostensible precognition of the 1974 Flixborough chemical-plant
explosion (which resulted in 28 deaths) is reported. The woman involved saw a TV
‘Newsflash’ about the disaster and told two persons shortly alterwards. In fact, the
event did not happen until several hours later. The two witnesses confirmed her
account. Recently, another ostensible precognition by the same woman concerned
a non-injurious explosion in a local house, however the precognition was not
communicated to others before the event.

Personality and background informauon about the woman is given for use in any
future scientific comparisons with other percipients.

Tue OsTENSIBLE PRECOGNITION

At approximately noon on Saturday, | June 1974, a 24 ycar old woman living
“in Cleethorpes, South Humberside, was watching television alone, when the
word ‘Newsllash’ appeared on the screen and a male voice gave news of an
explosion at Flixborough (some 40 kin away) in which several people had been
killed and injured. A couple who were staying with her at the time, came in
shortly afterwards and the woman informed them of what she had heard. That
evening they saw television reports of the disaster but were puzzled by the fact
that the time of the event was given as late afternoon. The next day, on reading
that the explosion had indeed happened then, the woman and her (riends
realized that an ostensible precognition had been experienced.

THE FrLixBorouGH DISASTER

At 4.53 p.m. on Saturday, | June 1974 at the Nypro (UK) Ltd. chemical plant
at Flixborough, South Humberside, a massive explosion occurred which
virtually demolished the 60 acre complex. The disaster happened suddenly and
unexpectedly, resulting in 28 deaths and hundreds of injuries. The eflects of the
blast were widespread: 1,821 houses and 167 shops and factories in the vicinity
reported damage. The plant had been producing, annually, some 70,000 tons of
caprolactam, which is a basic raw material for Nylon 6. The official report of the
catastrophe! found that a 20-inch temporary by-pass pipe had ruptured,
releasing a large vapour cloud of cyclohexane at 155°C, which ignited producing
an explosion (‘of warlike dimensions’) equivalent to some 15-45 tons of TNT.
Tue WomAN PERCIPIENT ’

The following information is provided for use in any future comparative
studies of personality and background data ol other percipients.

The woman was born on 16 February 1950. She reports having had a stresshul
childhood in which a dominating, aggressive father was crucl to her mother and
3 brothers (2 are twins). Two ol the brothers (including one of the twins) have
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